


















































































































THE BOOK OF JUBILEES 80. 1-13 

Diuak rm,isked, 1- 3. Slaugkter of the Sh,:d,nniles, 4-6. Laws against int~, Nhll#n 
Israel and the heathm, 7- 17. Levi chosm for /I,~ pruslltood on aaM1nl ef hu skrffl~ of~­
Sltechemites, 18- 23. Di11ak recovered, 24. :Jacobs reproof, 25-6. (Cf. Gen. xxxm. 18, xxxiv. 
2, 4, 7, 13- 14, 25-30, XXXV. 5.) 

30 1 And in the first year of the sixth week he went up to Salem, to the east of Shechem, in peace, in a 
a the fourth month. And there they carried off' Dinah, the daughter of Jacob, into the house of 

Sbechem, the son of Hamor, the Hivite, the prince of the land, and he lay with her and defiled her, 
3 and she was a little girl, a child of twelve years. And he besought his father and her brothen that 

she might be given to him to wife. And Jacob and his sons were wroth because of the men of 
Shechem ; for they had defiled Dinah, their sister, and they spake to them with evil intent and dealt 

4 deceitfully with them and beguiled them. And Simeon and Levi came unexpectedly to Shec.he!I' 
and executed judgment on all the men of Shcchem, and slew all the men whom they found in it, 
and left not a single one remaining in it : they slew all in torments because they had dishonoured 

5 their sister Dinah. And thus let it not again be done from henceforth that a daughter of Israel be 
defiled; for judgment is ordained in heaven against them that they should destroy with the sword 

6 all the men of the Shechemites because they had wrought shame in Israel. And the Lord delivered 
them into the hands of the sons of Jacob that they might exterminate them with the sword and 
execute judgment upon them, and that it might not thus again be done in Israel that a virgin of 

7 Israel should be defiled. And if there is any man who wishes in Israel to give his daughter or his 
sister to any man who is of the seed of the Gentiles he shall surely die, and they shall stone him 
with stones ; for he hath wrought shame in Israel ; and they shall bum the woman with fire, because 

8 she has dishonoured the name of the house of her father, and she shall be rooted out of Israel. And 
let not an ad~lteress and no uncleanness be found in Israel throughout all the days of the generations 
of the earth; for Israel is holy unto the Lord, and every man who has defiled (it) shall surely die: 

9 they shall stone him with stones. For thus has it been ordained and written in the heavenly tablets 
regarding all the seed of Israel: he who defileth (it) shall surely die, and he shall be stoned with 

10 stones. And to this law there is no limit of days, and no remission, nor any atonement: but the 
man who has defiled his daughter shall be rooted out in the midst of all Israel, because he has given 

11 of his seed to Moloch, and wrought impiously so as to defile it. And do thou, Moses, command the 
children of Israel and exhort them not to give their daughters to the Gentiles, and not to take for 

12 their sons any of the daughters of the Gentiles, for this is abominable before the Lord. For this 
reason I have written for thee in the words of the Law all the deeds of the Shechemites, which they 
wrought against Dinah, and how the sons of Jacob"spake, saying: 'We will not give our daughter 

13 to a man who is uncircumcised ; for that were a reproach unto us.' And it is a reproach to Israel, to 
those who give, and to those that take the daughters of the Gentiles ; for this is unclean and 

XXX. 1. to Salem ••• in peace combines interpretations of all versions of Gen. xuiii. 18 where Sam. reads m',,;. 
1-3. Gen. :xxiv. 2-13. 
2. child of twelve. Cf. Test. Levi xii. > and J ub. xxviii. J 4, 23, which together make her eleven. 
2- 6. The history of Jacob's connexion with the Shechemites caused much trouble to our author. He coald hardly 

approve of their slaughter after they had consented to circumcision. Accordingly be omits all reference to the 
circumcision of the Shechemites, as also does Josephus (Anl. i, 21. 1). On the other band, this is given aa the reason 
for Jacob's anger against Simeon and Levi in Test. Levi vi : ircai f,rown.,, o trrnip, «cu •eyltr&,, «al IA~, 3n urdiEa,,ro 
ti.,, ,r, p,.,.o,,;,11 «al pA'f'a T'CIUT'ca dtri&u,o.,,, N otwithstandintt the severe disapprobation of Simeon and Levi m Gen. xlix, 5-7 
for their conduct in this matter, it was highly extolled 1n the two centuries preceding the Christian era. Thia ii done 
in our text and in Test. Levi v, when, the angel bids Levi troir,ro,, J,cal1u1•.,, J.,, Zvxi11 linp 6lwu, ~ In,,. ,iffli O'OII, 
Off ,cvp,~ mri'1T'a'>.«• ,u. 11al "11NTi~f'14 'r¥ ,ra,,,. ftcf.- T'OW vlo~, 'Eppi,p, ,rali,r -,lyparrm '" T'tur tr~ TIU ov,,...: and 
in the Test. Levi vi-vii, where Levi says that he ·saw that 'the sentence of God bad gone forth for evil ~ 
Shechem ', and still more strongly: """"1• 3* ~ dpy,} IC1lfJ'OV ltr' cavrow ,l, NAOI. Again in Judith (a Hebrew work of 
the first cent. B.C.) ix. 2: ,CVf"f o e,;,, T'OU flfl'f'p6, I""' Zv,uw, ,I 13-a, '" ~"pl popt/HJ.o.• .z, J,c&c,,_, dlloyoa,,, ot l>.vn,, 
IU/'f'pall ,rap8ill01I ,l, pJ,,,t,pa al Jyii,,_.a. l''lfO• dr al.xv,,,,., ff~. Again ID Philo, D, Migr. AfwaJ,a,n;, 39, Simeon and 
Levi are called ol 4,po,,;p,.., dtcovoTal «al 'Y""P'I'°' for their action in this matter, and in t6e next few lines it ii implied 
that Sbechem was not circumcised. See also the Book of Jasbar for a reproduction of the ancient favourable Yiew of 
Simeon and Levi (Di'&t. d,1 Apoer. ii. c 166-8). In the late rabbinic tradition, however, Simeon and Levi are judpd 
more in accordance with the sentence pronounced upon them in Gen. xlix. In Gen. rabba So, it is trae, tbele is some 
extenuation of their conduct ; but in section g8 of the aame work it is said that the fact that most of the poor were of 
the .~be of Simeon is to be traced to the curse in Gen. :dix. 7. Singer (p. 115 note) compares allC, Sifre on Deut. 
xxxm. 8. 

7. Cf. xii. 17, To our author, marriage with a Gentile was no better than fomic:ation. To give your daughter 
to a non-Israelite was to give her' to Moloch', and merited the same penalty, i.e. death bf stoning. Cf. Lev. xx. 2, 
A woman was to be treated as Tamar was threatened in Gen. mviii or a priest's daughter commanded in Lev ui 9-

10. glven ••• to Moloch. C£ Ps.-Jon. on Lev. xviii. 21; Sanb. 820; Megill :isa. Perhaps this --~ 
Maccabean u!fie, when extreme measures were needed. Contrast Megill. iv. g. 

11. tor r eons. So Latin. > 6, ti. a - awoi, Le. laJIA,,"'1, corrupt for iat,,//"'41R'I - 'for their IODI • 
i:z. we will not. Cf. Gen. xxxiv. 14- ' • 
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THE BOOK OF JUBILEES 81. 2-17 

and brake them to pieces and destroyed them, and hid them under an oak which is in the latad of 
3 Shechem. And he went up on the new moon of the seventh month to Bethel. And he built an 

altar at the place where he had slept, and he set up a pillar there, and he sent word to his father 
4 Isaac to come to him to his sacrifice, and to his mother Rebecca. And Isaac said : 'Let my SOIi 
5 Jacob come, and let me see him before I die.' And Jacob went to his father IIIUIC and 

to his mother Rebecca, to the house of his father Abraham, and he took two of bis sons 
with him, Levi and Judah, and he came to his father Isaac and to his mother Rebecca. 

6 And Rebecca came forth from the tower to the front of it to kiss Jacob and embrace 
him ; for her spirit had revived when she heard: 'Behold Jacob thy son has come' ; and she kisaed 

7 him. And she saw his two sons, and she recognised them, and said unto him: • .Are these thy sons, 
my son I ' and she embraced them and kissed them, and blessed them, saying: ' In you shall the 

8 seed of Abraham become illustrious, and ye shall prove a blessing on the earth.' And Jacob went in 
to Isaac his father, to the chamber where he lay, and his two sons were with him, and he took the 
hand of his father, and stooping down he kissed him, and Isaac clung to the neck of Jacob his son, 

9 and wept upon his neck. And the darkness left the eyes of Isaac, and he saw the two sons of Jacob, 
1 o Levi, and Judah, and he said : • Are these thy sons, my son ? for they are like thee.' And he said 

unto him that they were truly his sons : ' And thou hast truly seen that they are ttrulyf my sons'. 
1 1 And they came near to him, and he turned and kissed them and embraced them both together. 
1 z And the spirit of prophecy came down into his mouth, and he took Levi by his right band and 
13 Judah by his left. And he turned to Levi first, and began to bless him first, and said unto him: 

' May the God of all, the very Lord of all the ages, bless thee and thy children throughout all the 
• • ages. And may the Lord give to thee and to thy seed tgreatness and great gloryt, and cause thee 

and thy seed, from among all flesh, to approach Him to serve in His sanctuary as the angels of the 
presence and as the holy ones. (Even) as they, shall the seed of thy sons be for glory and greatness 

• 5 and holiness, and may He make them great unto all the ages. And they shall be judges and princes, 
and chiefs of all the seed of the sons of Jacob; 

They shall speak the word of the Lord in righteousness, 
And they shall judge all His judgments in righteousness. 

And they shall declare My ways to Jacob 
And My paths to IsraeL 

The blessing of the Lord shall be given in their mouths 
To bless all the seed of the beloved. 

16 Thy mother has called thy name Levi, 
And justly has she called thy name ; 

Thou shalt be joined to the Lord 
And be the companion of all the sons of Jacob; 

Let His table be thine, 
And do thou and thy sons eat thereof; 

And may thy table be full unto all generations, 
And thy food fail not unto all the ages. 

17 And let all who hate thee fall down before thee, 
And let all thy adversaries be rooted out and perish ; 

3, 4- Cf. TesL Levi iz. 
5. Last meeting with Isaac and Rebecca, unknown to later Haggada. 
10. traly : Lat. has 'father'. So read '11664 in Eth. for 'anubl. 
11. both : Lat. "f":O'ftu, Eth. ~ corrupt for NI 'IAot11#, Ct:. xx.ii. 3-
13, Ct. Test. Levi m. 
14. 1' t Lat. - 'great seed to undentand His glory! 

of 
~ly ~- here - 'angels of sanctification'; d. ii. 2, 18, ltV, 27. Cf. Teat. Levi iii (Arm.) for one or two orders 

muustenng augela. 
may Be make tbem gnat : Latin 1t111elijia,/lil. 

15. Describes early Maccabean princes (kmp u well u prielts); cf. Test. Levi viii. The latter ~ _,. 
to John Hyn:anus. t£ Bouuet, ZNTW, 1900, 161.:J,.oeepb. A.Ill. xiii. 10. 7. 

tbe blealng of the Loni mall be given ia moatha: c£ Sir: L 90 Teat. Reub vi. 
16. ~Gen.Dix. 34; Numb. xviii. 2-4, play oa words. The Lat. ~ ~ of 1 ...a .. j to the Lclld' a4 -. 1n11 

l),i -f1"'17 'a crown•. __... 
Let Bia table be thine: d. Teat. Judah :ui ; Test. Levi viii. 
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THE BOOK OF JUBILEES 81. 2-24 

2 the Lord. And Jacob rose early in the morning, on the fourteenth of this month, and be= 
tithe of all that came with him, both of men and cattle, both of gold and every vesael aad 

3 yea, he gave tithes of all. And in those days Rachel became pregnant with her son • n. 
And Jacob counted his sons from him upwards and Levi fell to the portion ol the Lord, ud his 

4 father clothed him in the garments of the priesthood and filled his hands. And on the fifteenth of 
this month, he brought to the altar fourteen oxen from a'!'ongst the cattle, and twenty-~ght ram,, 
and forty-nine sheep, and seven lambs, and twenty-one kads of the goats as a bllmt-oft'enng on the 

5 altar of sacrifice, well pleasing for a sweet savour before God. This was his off'ering, in comequence 
· of the vow which he had vowed that he would give a tenth, with their fruit-offerings and their drink• 
6 offerings. And when the fire had consumed it, he burnt incense on the fire over the fire, and for a 

thank-offering two oxen and four rams and four sheep, four he-goats, and two sheep of a year old, 
7 and two kids of the goats; and thus he did daily for seven days. And he and all his sons and hie 

men were eating (this) with joy there during seven days and blessing and thanking tbe Lord, who 
8 had delivered him out of all his tribulation and had given him his vow. And he tithed all the clean 

animals, and made a burnt sacrifice, but the unclean animals he gave (not) to Levi his son, and he 
9 gave him all the souls of the men. And Levi discharged the priestly office at Bethel before Jacob 

his father in preference to his ten brothers, and he was a priest there, and Jacob give his vow: thus 
10 he tithed again the tithe to the Lord and sanctified it, and it became holy unto Him. And for this 

reason it is ordained on the heavenly tablets as a law for the tithing again the tithe to eat before the 
Lord from year to year, in the place where it is chosen that His name should dwell, and to this law 

11 there is no limit of days for ever. Thia ordinance is written that it may be fulfilled from year to 
year in eating the second tithe before the Lord in the place where it has been chosen, and nothing 

1 2 shall remain over from it from this year to the year following. For in its year shall the seed be 
eaten till the days of the t?lhering of the seed of the year, and the wine till the days of the wine, 

13 and the oil till the days of ats season. And all that is left thereof and becomes old, let it be n:garded 
14 as polluted: let it be burnt with fire, for it is unclean. And thus let them eat it together in the 
15 sanctuary, and let them not suffer it to become old. And all the tithes of the oxen and sheep shall 

be holy unto the Lord, and shall belong to his priests, which they will eat before Him from year to 
16 year; for thus is it ordained and engraven regarding the tithe on the heavenly tablets. And on the 

following night, on the twenty-aecond day of this month, Jacob resolved to build that place, and to 
surround the court with a wall, and to sanctify it and make it holy for ever, for hiamelf and his cblldren 

17 after him. And the Lord appeared to him by night and blesaed him and said unto him : 'Thy name 
18 shall not be called Jacob, but Israel lhall they name thy name.' And He said unto him again: 'I 

am the Lord who created the heaven and the earth, and I will increase thee and multiply thee 
exceedingly, and kings shall come forth from thee, and they shall ju* everywhere wherever tbe foot 

19 of the sons of men bas trodden. And I will give to thy seed all the earth whidl is under heaven, 
and they shall judge all the nations according to their desires, and after that they aball get po1ae11ion 

10 of the whole earth and inherit it for ever.' And He finished speaking with him, and He went up 
11 from him. and Jacob looked till He bad ascended into heaven. And he saw in a rision of the night, 

and behold an angel descended from heaven with 1CVen tablets in his bands, and he gave them to 
Jacob, and he read them and knew all that was written therein which would befall him and his IODI 

11 throughout all the ages. And he showed him all that was written on the tablets, and aid unto him : 
' Do not build this place, and do not make it an eternal sanctuary, and do not dwell here; for this is 
not the place. Go to the house of Abraham thy father and dwell with Isaac ..!!1[ father until the day 

13 of the death of thy father. For in Egypt thou shalt die in peace, and in this thou abalt be buriecl 
14 with honour in the sepulchre of thy fathers. with Abraham and Isaac. Fear not, for as thoa hut 

seen and read it, thus shall it all be ; and do thou write down everything aa thou hast aeen and read,' 

3. Known to Syncell. i. 200; probably to Cedren. i. 6o; new venioo iD P.R. Eliaer, mvil. 
lllecl hie bancla: a technical expnaion1 as EzocL uviiL -41, :aax. 9-

+ Celebradon of Feut of ' Tabernacles' differs &om Lev. :mii. 34-44 and Namb. xxiL 1:&-40-
anen lamba: Lat. Sl{)la,; Eth. - s_my1 but tbe bepcadic system is hen, followed. 
twa.ty-OM: Lat. ; Eth. - twen~-nine ti• for baJ. 
altar of eacrllce: i.e. l#RA"'4 '4 fwr6tlt, emended accon:lm, to Lat. a/larlaa .fr,/d##M &om ~·• 

glln'ltllu, (" ). 
8. Corrects Test. Leri iL ... Undean animals are acepted. 
9 tltbecl, &c. : Numb. xvm. 26. 
10. •t before tbe Lard: cf. Deut. xiv. u; Tobit L 7. 
15. Uth• of tbe om and ....., : cf. Lev. XXYd. ,s; a Chraa. ad. 6. Tbeae titbel .... 11111mowa te Nelleiidi• 

Neb. x. 37-9; xiL 44-7, :liii. S, 1:a, ~ were limited to J.WIJ inc:ruN by later Kabbis. Ct: RCJlh.b&.Sbaaah,i.' 
17-:ao. Ct Gen. mv. 10-13. 19 •• a great exaggerauon of Cen. mv. 12. 
21. tableta: cf. 4 Eaa xiv. 24-

bew: emended with Lalin. Text - 'ntad.1 Both wordl may be ciittopapaic NllderlDp f11-,... 
6a 













THE HOOK OF JUBILEES 00. 22-87. 20 

22 m:ar Rebecca hi:. mother, to the left of the gl'ave of Sarah, bis father's mother. And all her sons 
and his sons came to mourn over Leah his wife with him, and to comfort him regarding her, for he 

23 was lamenting her. For he loved her exceedingly after Rachel her sister ~ied; ~or ~e was perfect 
and upright in all her ways and honoured Jacob, and all the days that she hved with him he did not 
hear from her mouth a harsh word, for she was gentle and peaceable and upright and honourable. 

2 4 And he remembered all her deeds which she had done during her life, and he lamented her exceed­
ingly ; for he loved her with all his heart and with all his soul. 

Esau's so11s np,·oach him for /tis s11bordi11atio11 to :Jacob, a11d co11strain him to war witn t/11 assista11Ce 
of 4.000 111ercmaries agai11st ':Jacob, 1-15. :Jacob rrproi•es Esau, 16 17. Esa11's reply, 18-!15. 

37 1 And on the day that Isaac the father of Jacob and Esau died, the sons of Esau heard that Isaac 1161 
2 had given the portion of the elder to his younger son Jacob and they were very angry. And they 

strove with their father, saying: • Why has thy father given Jacob the portion of the elder and passed 
3 over thee, although thou art the elder and Jacob the younger?' And he said unto them 'Because 

I sold my birthright to Jacob for a small mess of lentils ; and on the day my father sent me to hunt 
and catch and bring him something that he should eat and bless me, he came with guile and brought 

• my father food and drink, and my father blessed him and put me under his hand. And now our 
father has caused us to swear, me and him, that we shall not mutually devise evil, either against his 
brother, and that we shall continue in love and in peace each with his brother and not make our ways 

5 corrupt.' And they said unto him,' We shall not hearken unto thee to make peace with him; for 
our strength is greater than his strength, and we are more powerful than he ; we shall go against 
him and slay him, and destroy him and bis sons. And if thou wilt not go with us, we shall do hurt 

6 to thee also. And now hearken unto us : Let us send to Aram and Ph1listia and Moab and 
Ammon, and let us choose for ourselves chosen men who are ardent for battle, and let us go against 
him and do battle with him, and let us exterminate him from the earth before he grows strong.' 

'1 And their father said unto them,• Do not go and do not make war with him lest ye fall before him.' 
8 And they said unto him, ' This too, is exactly thy mode of action from thy youth until this day, and 
9 thou art putting thy neck under his yoke. We shall not hearken to these words.' Aod they sent to 

A ram, and to 'Aduri.m to the friend of their father, and they hired along with them one thousand 
10 fighting men, chosen men of war. And there came to them from Moab and from the children of 

Ammon, those who were hired, one thousand chosen men, and from Philistia, one thousand chosen 
men of war, and from Edom and from the Horites one thousand chosen fighting men, and from the 

• r Kittim mighty men of war. And they said unto their father: ' Go forth with them and lead them, 
12 else we shall slay thee.' And he was filled with wrath and indignation on seeing that bis sons were 

forcing him to go before (them) to lead them against Jacob his brother. But afterward he remem-
13 bered all the evil which lay hidden in his heart against Jacob his brother; and he remembered not 

the oath which he had sworn to his father and to his mother that he would devise no evil all his days 1• against Jacob his brother. And notwithstanding all this, Jacob knew not that they were coming 
against him to battle, and be was mourning for Leah, his wife, until they approached very near to the 

15 tower with four thousand warriors and chosen men of war. And the men of Hebron sent to him 
saying, ' Behold thy brother has come against thee, to fight thee, with four thousand girt with the sword, 
and they carry shields and weapons ' ; for they loved Jacob more than Esau. So they told him ; for 

16 Jacob was a more liberal and merciful man than Esau. But Jacob would not believe until they came 
17 very near to the tower. And be closed the gates of the tower ; and he stood on the battlements and 

spake to his brother Esau and said,' Noble is the comfort wherewith thou hast come to comfort me 
for my wife who has died. Is this the oath that thou didst swear to thy father and again to thy 
mother before they died ? Thou hast broken the oath, and on the moment that thou didst swear to 

18 thy father wast thou condemned.' And then Esau answered and said unto him, 'Neither the chil­
dren of men nor the beasts of the earth have any oath of righteousness which in swearing they have 
sworn (an oath valid) for ever; but every day they devise evil one against another, and how each 

19 may slay his adversary and foe. And thou dost hate me and my children for ever. And there is 
20 no observing the tie of brotherhood with thee. Hear these words which I declare unto thee, 

XXXVII. Wars of Jacob and Esau. Cf. Test.Judah ix; Jalkut Shimeoni i.132; Chroaiclee ofJerabmeel ~7 
Latter t.wo adapt the legend to the Herodian situation, and tum Adora into' Arodin • (- Herodion). Jasbar ii. 1:1~ 
adapts 1t further. 

1-12. Diff'ers from later accounts in putting more of the blame on the sons of Esau. Cf. Chron. Jerahmeel mvii r 
5. him aad bk 80D8: so Lat.' him his sons' a; 'his sons' /,ed. • • 
9-10. Enumerates peopleis actually allied apinst Judah under the Maccabees· Ammonites (1 Mace. v. 6-1 

I hilistinea (cf. xxiv. 28), Syrians (1 Mace. iv. 29, 61)1 ~domnes (t Mace.,. 3, 65). · 
68 
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THE BOOK OF JUBILEES :J7. 20-38. 15 

If the boar can change its skin and make its bristles as soft as wool 
Or if it can cause horns to sprout forth on its head like the horns of a stag or of a sheep 
Then will I observe the tie of brotherhood with thee. ' 
t And if the breasts separated themselves from their mother, for thou hast not been a brother to met 
And if the wolves make peace with the lambs so as not to devour or do them violence · 
And if their hearts are towards them for good, , 
Then there shall be peace in my heart towards thee. 

u And if the lion becomes the friend of the ox and makes peace with him. 
And if he is bound under one yoke with him and ploughs with him 
Then will I make peace with thee. ' 

23 And when the raven becomes white as the dzci, 
Then know that I have loved thee 
And shall make peace with thee. 
Thou shalt be rooted out, 
And thy sons shall be rooted out, 
And there shall be no peace for thee.' 

24 And when Jacob saw that he was (so) evilly disposed towards him with his heart, and with 
all bis soul as to slay him, and that he had come springing like the wild boar which comes upon 

as the spear that pierces and kills it, and recoils not from it ; then he spake to his own and to his 
~rvants that they should attack him and all his companions. 

War between 7acolJ a11d J::sa11. Death of Esm, a11d overtlmr.u of his forces, I-Io. Edom reduced 
lo servit11d8 'till this day', 11- 14- Ki11gs of Edom, 15- 24. (Cf. Gen. xxxvi. 31-9.) 

88 1 And after that Judah spake to Jacob, his father, and said unto hint: 'Bend thy bow, father, and 
send forth thy arrows and cast down the adversary and slay the enemy ; and mayst thou have the 
~wer, for we shall not slay thy brother, for he is such as thou, and he is like thee : let us give him 

a (this) honour.' Then Jacob bent his bow and sent forth the arrow and struck Esau, his brother (on 
3 his right breast) a11d slew him. And again he sent forth an arrow and struck 'Ad6dn the Aramaean, 

4 on the left breast, and drove him backward and slew him. And then went forth the sons of Jacob, 
5 they and their servants, dividing themselves into companies on the four sides of the tower. And 

Judah went forth in front, and Naphtali and Gad with him and fifty servants with him on the south 
side of the tower, and they slew all they found before them, and not one individual of them escaped. 

6 And Levi and Dan and Asher went forth on the east side of the tower, and fifty imen) with them, 

7 
and they slew the fighting men of Moab and Ammon. And Reuben and Issachar and Zebulon went 
forth on the north side of the tower, and fifty men with them, and they slew the fighting men of the 

8 Philistines. And Simeon and Benjamin and Enoch, Reuben's son, went forth on the west side of the 
tower, and fifty (men) with them, and they slew of Edom and of the Horites four hundred men, stout 
warriors ; and six hundred fled, and four of the sons of Esau fled with them, and left their father 

9 
lying slain, as he had fallen on the hill which is in 'AdQrAm. And the sons of Jacob pursued after 
them to the mountains of Seir. And Jacob buried his brother on the hill which is in 'AdQrAm, and 

10 
he returned to his house. And the sons of Jacob pressed hard upon the sons of Esau in the moun-

11 tains of Seir, and bowed their necks so that they became servants of the sons of Jacob. And they 
u sent to their father (to inquire) whether they should make peace with them or slay them, And Jacob 

sent word to bis sons that they should make peace, and they made peace with them, and placed the 
13 yoke of servitude upon them, so that they paid tribute to Jacob and to his sons always. And they 
14 continued to pay tribute to Jacob until the day that he went down into Egypt. And the sons of 

Edom have not got quit of the yoke of servitude which the twelve sons of Jacob had imposed on 
15 them until this day. And these are the kings that reigned in Edom before there reigned any king 

~ boar: symbol for Edll111 in I En. bcaix. 12, 4:z, 49, 69, Cf. Ps. lxu. 13. t t Out or place; possibly also 
co~; read alter 19" ('forever') tbeae two clauses in revene order and substitute 'since• for · and if' and I twins' 

for'tilealts', ( be A ... . n.· • 8 cf. ' d :13- rt,d: 'a large white bird that eats grasshoppers' lsen rg, ,,.,, rn, uict1q11ary, p. -I , .,Ian ean 
Adam-Book). 

XXXVIII 1, let u alve bim Lat, Eth.' with us', i.e. ~6hla for 11,ilki/JJ. 
3-Jo ~ attributed Esau's death to Chusbim, aon of Dan, Cf. Sotah 13 a; Jashar 1i35; Pirke R. Eliczer 39; 

Ps.·J~ on Gen. L 13- Our author agrees with Te9t. Judah ix, but expands. 
a. (oa hla dpt breast). Supplied ~ .• Latin and Jall~ut. ... • .• 
s-g. • Adtrim - 'Adora' (Joeeph . .A11t. xtu. 15. 4 ; Btll, 1. a. 6 ; 1 Mace. xm. io). Bor1tes: cf. :uxvu. 10. 
14- aatU tbla cla7: Edom was finally made tributary to Israel by John Hyrcanus. 
15-1.f. Gen. SUVI, Jl-9" 
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Pluvaoh's d,1a,,u and,.;,. i111ef'jwllatiot,, 1-4. Elevation and marriage of 7osepl1 5-13. 
(Cf. Gen. xii. 1-5, 7-9, 14 seqq., 25, 29-30, 34, 36, 38 43, 45 6, 49.) ' · 

1 ~d in those days Pharaoh dreamed t~o dreams in one night concerning a famine which was to 
be m all the land, and he awoke from his sleep and called all the interpreters of dreams that were 
in Egypt, and magicians, and told them his two dreams, and they were not able to declare (them). 

• And then the chief butler remembered Joseph and spake of him to the king, and he brought him 
3 forth from the prison, and he told his two dreams before him. And he said before Pharaoh that his 

two dreams were one, and he said unto him: 'Seven years shall come (in which there shall be) plenty 
over all the land of Egypt, and after that seven years of famine, such a famine as has not been in all 

4 the land. And now let Pharaoh appoint overseers in all the land of Egypt, and let them store up 
food in every city throughout the days of the years of plenty, and there will be food for the seven 

S years of famine, and the land will not perish through the famine, for it will be very severe.' And the 
Lord gave Joseph favour and mercy in the eyes of Pharaoh, and Pharaoh said unto bis servants: 
'We shall not find such a wise and discreet man as this man, for the spirit of the Lord is with 

6 him.' And he appointed him the second in all his kingdom and gave him authority over all 
7 Egypt, and caused him to ride in the second chariot of Pharaoh. And he clothed him with l:)yssus 

garments, and he put a gold chain upon his neck, and (a herald) proclaimed before him ''El 'tl wa 
'Ablr!r,' and placed a ring on his hand and made him ruler over all his house, and magnified him, and 

8 said unto him : ' Only on the throne shall I be greater than thou.' And Joseph ruled over all the 
land of Egypt, and all the princes of Pharaoh, and all his servants, and all who did the king's business 
loved him, for he walked in uprightness, for he was without pride and arrogance, and he bad no 
respect of persons, and did not accept gifts, but he judged in uprightness all the people of the land. 

9 And the land of Egypt was at peace before Pharaoh because of Joseph, for the Lord was with him, 
and gave him favour and mercy for all his generations before all those who knew him and those who 
heard concerning him, and Pharaoh's kingdom was well ordered, and there was no Satan and no evil 

10 person (therein). And the king called Joseph's name Seph!ntiph!ns, and gave Joseph to wife the 
11 daughter of Potiphar, the daughter of the priest of Heliopolis, the chief cook. And on the day that 
u Joseph stood before Pharaoh he was thirty years old [when he stood before Pharaoh]. And in that 

year Isaac died. And it came to pass as Joseph had said in the interpretation of his two dreams, 
according as he had said it, there were seven years of plenty over all the land of Egypt, and the 

13 land of Egypt abundantly produced, one measure (producing) eighteen hundred measures. And 
Joseph gathered food into every city until they were full of com until they could no longer count 
and measure it for its multitude. 

:Juda/i's sons and Tama,., 1-7. 7udak's i11cest wit!, Tamar 8-18. Tamar bears twins, 21-2. 
:Judah fo,.given, /Jecaus, Ju sin,ud ignwantly a11d repented wkm convicted, and /J~causc Tan1M's 
11UU'riage with !,is sons /,ad 1101 /Jeen consmnmattd, 23-8. (Cf. Gen. xxxviti. 6-18, 20-6, 
29-30; xii. 13.) 

411 And in the forty-fifth jubilee, in the second week, (and) in the second year, Juda~ took for ~is :n65 A,lr, 

1 first-bom Er, a wife from the daughters of Aram, named Tamar. ~ut he hated, an~ did ~t be with 
her because his mother was of the daughters of Canaan, and he washed to take ham a wife of the 

3 kin~folk of his mother, but Judah, his father, would not permit him. And this Er,the first-born of Judah, 
4 was wicked and the Lord slew him. And Judah said unto Onan, his brother : ' Go in unto thy brother's 

wife and ~orm the duty of a husband's brother unto her, aa:id raise up seed unto. thy brother.' An~ 

0 Onan knew that the seed would not be his, (but) his brother.s onl~, and he went mto the house ofhts 
brother's wife, and spilt the seed on the ground, and he was wicked an the eyes of the Lord, and He slew 

XL. Cf. Gen. xii, . , p 'bl · ,..k. • fi • 4, overeeera: Latin sj>eculalores; cd read 'threshing floors • oss1 y corrupt m " · vwapx.uis or v,rapx.as 

(Romch). . 
7 ~4): plural pra1c1Jt111Wr11nt, only in Latin. 
'•.ti 'ii wa'Abtrir: 'God God the Mighty One of God', the title of a ~t magician. Cf ~cts viii. 10 (Simon 

Magus) i Fabric. Cod. Psnd41ig. Yd. Tut. i. 774-84; ii. 85 Uoseph); d, DeJSSmann, Bi6u Stud11s, 336 note. 
9- DO Satan. Cf. uiii. 29. of , la J da' 

Q. Si~ttPh&aa - Za hnatb-~ Gen. xii. 45 - ' Revealer secrets acc. to ter u 11m. 
1 Dl'leilt of KellopollL brip!l, Cal. N/u,I,. i. 463, refen to this. fu~ction of Potipbar, Later Rabbis_. e.g. Pirke 

R. Eliaer 36 &c., tried to explain this marriage with a heathen pnest s daughter. Ps -Jon. cin Gen. xla. 4S makes 
her Dinah's ;£.;gbter. 

XLI, Cf. Gen, x.xxviii. 6-7, 9-18, 20-6; Test. Judah x, xii, xiv; also xix Oudab saved by prayers I. 

+ Cf. Deut. uv. S, 71 



THE BOOK OF JUBILEES 4:1. 6----t2. 2 

6 him. And Judah said unto Tamar, his daughter-in-law : • Remain in thy father's houae as a wiclo#tDI 
7 Shelah my son be grown up, and I shall give thee to him to wife.' And he grew u~ ; but Badl6'~1, the 

wife of Judah, did not permit her son Shelah to marry. And B&lsa'~l, the ~fe of Ju~, died H6& 
8 in the fifth year of this week. And in the sixth year Judah went up to shear his sheep at T1mnab- n,, 
9 And they told Tamar: 'Behold thy father-i!1-law goeth up to Timnah to s~ear his sheep.: . And abe 

put off her widow's clothes, and put on a veil, and adorned herself, and sat m the gate adJoining the 
10 way to Timnah. And as Judah wa~ going alonJ he found ~er, and t!toug_ht her ~o ,be an harlot. 

and he said unto her : ' Let me come m unto thee ; and she said unto him : Come •n, an~ b~ went 
1 1 in. And she said unto him : • Give me my hire ' ; and he said unto her: ' I have nothmg ID my 
1 2 hand save my ring that is on my finger, and my necklace, and my staff which is in my ~and.• And 

she said unto him: • Give them to me until thou dost send me my hire'; and he said unto her: 
'I will send unto thee a kid of the goats'; and he gave them to her, (and he went in unto her),and 

13, 14 she conceived by him. And Judah went unto his sheep, and she went to her father's house. And 
Judah sent a kid of the goats by the hand of his shepherd, an Adullamite, and he found her not; 
and he asked the people of the place, saying: 'Where is the harlot who was here?• And they said 

1 s unto him ; • There is no harlot here with us.' And he returned and informed him, and said unto 
him that he had not found her ; ' I asked the people of the place, and they said unto me : " There 

1 6 is no harlot here." ' And he said : ' Let her keep (them) lest we become a cause of derision.' And 
when she had completed three months, it was manifest that she was with child, and they told J udab, 

17 saying: 'Behold Tamar, thy daughter-in-law, is with child by whoredom.' And Judah went to the 
house of her father, and said unto her father and her brothers : ' Bring her forth, and let them bum 

18 her, for she hath wrought uncleanness in Israel.' And it came to pass when they brought her forth 
to bum her that she sent to her father-in-law the ring and the necklace, and the staff, saying: 

1 9 ' Discern whose are these, for by him am I with child.' And Judah acknowledged, and said : 'Tamar 
20 is more righteous than I am. And therefore let them bum her not.' And for that reason she was 
21 not given to Shelah, and he did not again approach her. And after that she bare two sons, Peres u70 
22 and Zerah, in the seventh year of this second week. And thereupon the seven years of &uitfulneas 
-23 were accomplished, of which Joseph spake to Pharaoh. And Judah acknowledged that the deed 

which he had done was evil, for he had lain with his daughter-in-law, and he esteemed it hateful in 
his eyes, and he acknowledged that he bad transgressed and gone astray, for he had uncovered the 
skirt of his son, and he began to lament and to supplicate before the Lord because of his transgression. 

24 And we told him in a dream that it was forgiven him because he supplicated earnestly, and lamented, 
25 and did not again commit it. And he received forgiveness because he turned from his sin and &om 

his ignorance, for he transgressed greatly before our God ; and every one that acts thus, every one 
who lies with his mother-in-law, let them bum him with fire that he may burn therein, for there is 

26 uncleanness and pollution upon them ; with fire let them bum them. And do thou command the 
children of Israel that there be no uncleanness amongst them, for every one who lies with his 
daughter-in-law or with his mother-in-law hath wrought uncleanness ; with fire let them bum the 
man who has lain with her, and likewise the woman, and He will turn away wrath and punishment 

27 from Israel. And unto Judah we said that his two sons had not lain with her, and for this reason 
28 his seed was established for a second generation, and would not be rooted out. For in singleness of 

eye he had gone and sought for punishment, namely, according to the judgment of Abraham, 
which he had commanded his sons, Judah had sought to bum her with fire. 

Owi,,g to tl,e Ja,,,i,u 7aeo/J sends l,is so11s to Egypt for co,,,, 1 4, 7osepl, r,eogt1ius tlm,, and rdailu 
Si1R1on, alld r1pires tlte,n to /Jring Benjamit1 wlwtl 1/tey reh,r,ud, 5-ia. Notwitlu"""1i,,,r_ 
:Jaco/J's relt1&/an&e Ids sons talu !Jmja,,,in ~!" tlum ffl tkdr second j01,r1117 and an mtwltlilritl 
"1 Yoseplt, 13-25. (Cf. Gen.~· 54, 56; xlu. 7-9, 1.1, 17, 20, 24-5, 29-30

1
34-8; xliii, 1-2, +-5, 

8-9, n, 15, 23, a6, 29, 34; xbv. 1-2.) 

42 1 And in the first year of the third week of the forty-fifth jubilee the famine began to come into the ai71 
2 land, and the rain refused to be given to the earth, for none whatever fell. And the earth grew 

I:. ( ) Restored from Lat. 
1 S· keep Lat. Eth. •arise', one letter different. 
17. C£ m. 7 note. 
22. C£ Gen. xii. SJ. 

25- becaae he ~ • , • ignon.ace : best to tranapoae thee two clauses and read' becauae ot bis ignorance and became ••• 110 • 

25, 26. Enforce laws of Lev. u. 14 i xviii. 15; u. 12. 
28. Judah commended for his seventy. 

aingieneu of eye: favourite expression in Test. XI I Patriarchs. 
XLII. Cf. Gen. xii. 54-xliv. 2. 
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barren, but in the land of Egypt there was food, for Joseph had gathered the seed of the land in the 
3 aeven years of plenty and had preserved it. And the Egyptians came to Joseph that he might give 

them food, and he opened the store-houses where was the grain of the first year, and he sold it to 
4 the people of the land for gold. (Now the famine was very sore in the land of Canaan) and Jacob 

!-eard that there was food in Egypt, and he sent his ten sons that they should procure f~ for him 
m Egypt ; but Benjamin he did not send, and (the ten sons of Jacob) arrived (in Egypt) among those 

5 that went (there). And Joseph recognised them, but they did not recognise him, and he spake unto 
them and questioned them, and he 

1
said unto them ; 'Are ye not spies, and have ye not come to 

6 explore the approaches of the land ? And he put them in ward. And after that he set them free 
7 again, and detained Simeon alone and sent oft' his nine brothers. And he filled their sacks with corn, 
8 and he put their gold in their sacks, and they did not know. And he commanded them to bring 
9 their younger brother, for they had told him their father was living and their younger brother. And 

they went up from the land of Egypt and they came to the land of Canaan ; and they told their 
father all that had befallen them, and how the lord of the country had spoken roughly to them, and 

10 bad seized Simeon till they should bring Benjamin: And Jacob said: • Me have ye bereaved of my 
children! Joseph is not and Simeon also is not, and ye will take Benjamin away. On me has your 

1 I wickedness come.' And he said : ' My son will not go down with you lest perchance he fall sick ; 
for their mother gave birth to two sons, and one has perished, and this one also ye will take from me. 
If perchance he took a fever on the road, ye would bring down my old age with sorrow unto death.' 

u For he saw that their money had been returned to every man in his sack, and for this reason he 
13 feared to send him. And the famine increased and became sore in the land of Canaan, and in all 

lands save in the land of Egypt, for many of the children of the Egyptians had stored up their seed 
for food from the time when they saw Joseph gathering seed together and putting it in storehouses 

14 and preserving it for the years of famine. And the people of Egypt fed themselves thereon during 
15 the first year of their famine. But when Israel saw that the famine was very sore in the land, and 

that there was no deliverance, he said unto his sons: • Go again, and procure food for us that we die 
I 6 not.' And they said : ' We shall not go ; unless our youngest brother go with us, we shall not go.' 
1 7 And Israel saw that if he did not send him with them, they should all perish by reason of the famine. 
18 And Reuben said : ' Give him into my hand, and if I do not bring him back to thee, slay my two 
19 sons instead of his soul.' And he said unto him: 'He shall not go with thee.' And Judah came near 

and said : ' Send him with me, and if I do not bring him back to thee, let me bear the blame before 
20 thee all the days of my life.' And he sent him with them in the second year of this week on the 2172 "-•· 

first day of the month, and they came to the land of Egypt with all those who went, and (they had) 
n presents in their hands, stacte and almonds and terebinth nuts and pure honey. And they went and 

stood before Joseph, and he saw Benjamin his brother, and he knew him, and said unto them : 'Is 
this your youngest brother? ' And they said unto him : • It is he.' And he said: 'The Lord be 

u gracious to thee, my son I ' And he sent him into his house and he brought forth Simeon unto them 
and he made a feast for them, and they presented to him the gift which they had brought in their 

23 hands. And they eat before him and he gave them all a portion, but the portion of Benjamin was 
24 seven times larger than that of any of theirs. And they eat and drank and arose and remained with 
25 their aaes. And Joseph devised a plan whereby he might learn their thoughts as to whether thoughts 

of peace prevailed amongst them, and he said to the steward who was over his house : ' Fill all their 
sacks with food. and return their money unto them into their vessels, and my cup, the silver cup out 
of which I drink, put it in the sack of the youngest, and send them away.' 

7osepli's plan lo stay !,is IJretkren, 1-10. Judak's sujJf>licatio11, 11-13. Josepl, makes kimself k11own 
lo his lwethrm a11d smds tlum l,aek ffJT J,is fatlur, 14-24. {Cf. Gen. xliv. 3-10, 12-18, 27-8, 
30-2; xiv. I 21 5-9, 121 18, 20-1, 23, 25-8.) 

I And he did as Joseph had told him! and fi.1led. ~11 their sacks for t~em with f~ and put their 
2 money in their sacks and put the cup m BenJamm s sack. And early m the morning they departed, 

and it came to p~ that, when they had gone from thence, Joseph said unto the steward of his 
house : 'Pursue them run and seize them, saying, "For good ye have requited me with evil ; you 
have stolen from me the silver cup out of which my lord drinks." And bring back to me their 

4- { ) supplied from Latin, with Gen. xiii. 5. 
5. ~aed tbem : Latin baa • appe!la~it eos dure '. , 
6. ~aries: • et mittens arcesslVlt illos et accipiens Sy1neonem ab ipsis ligavit eum • 
1:a. to every man: emended by prefixing /a to ht,lltJ. 

XLIII. Cf. Gen. xliv. 3-xlv, 28. , . , 
:a, aelse • t~aluulmlJ emended with Gen. :div. 4 from 1,,gtf'cut1111li - upbraid • 
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unto our enemies and get them up out of our land, for their hearts and faces are tow~ the land 
1 of Canaan.' And he set over them taskmasters to afflict them with slavery; and they built strong 

_. cities for Pharaoh, Pithom, and Raamses and they built all the walls and all the fortifications which 
• had fallen in the cities of Egypt. And they made them serve with rigour, and the more ~ey dealt 

; 6 e\"illy with them, the more they increased and multiplied. And the people of Egypt abominated the 
children of Israel. 

Birth of jJfoscs, 1 4- Adopted by Pharaoh's da11gltter, 5-9. Slays a" EC7Ptian and .flees (i11to 
1l!idia11), 10 12. (Cf. Exocl. i. 22; ii. 2-15.) 

47 And in the seventh week, in the seventh year, in the forty-seventh jubilee, thy father went forth 2303 1 
from the land of Canaan, and thou wast born in the fourth week, in the sixth year thereof, in the 2330 

., forty-eighth jubilee ; this was the time of tribulation on the children of Israel. And Pharaoh, king 
• of Egypt, issued a command regarding them that they should cast all their male children which were 
1 born into the river. And they cast them in for seven months until the day that thou wast born. 
4 And thy mother hid thee for three months, and they told regarding her. And she made an ark for 

thee, and covered it with pitch and asphalt, and placed it in the flags on the bank of the river, and 
:-he placed thee in it seven days, and thy mother came by night and suckled thee, and by day 

_ Miriam, thy sister, guarded thee from the birds. And in those days Thannuth, the daughter of 
·> Pharaoh, came to bathe in the river, and she heard thy voice crying, and she told her maidens to 
~ bring thee forth, and they brought thee unto her. And she took thee out of the ark, and she had 
; compassion on thee. And thy sister said unto her: 'Shall I go and call unto thee one of the 
~ Hebrew women to nurse and suckle this babe for thee?' And she said (unto her): 'Go.' And she 
9 went and called thy mother J ochebed, and she gave her wages, and she nursed thee. And afterwards, 

when thou wast grown up, they brought thee unto the daughter of Pharaoh, and thou didst become 
her son, and Amram thy father taught thee writing, and after thou hadst completed three weeks 

10 they brought thee into the royal court. And thou wast three weeks of years at court until the time 2351 
when thou didst go forth from the royal court and didst see an Egyptian smiting thy friend who was 2371 

11 of the children of Israel, and thou didst slay him and hide him in the sand. And on the second day 
thou didst find two of the children of Israel striving together, and thou didat say to him who was 
doing the wrong : • Why dost thou smite thy brother?' And he was angry and indignant, and said : 1 2 
• Who made thee a 1;>rince and a judge over us? Thinkest thou to kill me as thou killedst the 
Egyptian yesterday? And thou didst fear and flee on account of these words. 

.. l!oses rett,,,lls from Midian to Egypt. MastlmJ seeks to slay him on tlte way, 1-3. Tiu ten plagues, 
4 JJ. lsr".~l goes forth 0111 of_!:.gypl: t/1e destr11&/iQn of tlu Eo,tia,u 011 tlte Red Sea, u 19. 
(Cf. Exod. 11. 15; 1v. 19, 24; vu. seqq.) 

4 8 1 And in the sixth year of the third week of the forty-ninth jubilee thou didst depart and dwell (in 2372 the land of Midian} five weeks and one year. And thou didst return into Egypt in the second week 
2 in the se?>n.d year in the. fiftieth jubilee .• And thou ~hysclf knowest what He spake unto thee on 2 410 

Mount Sma1, and what prmce Mast~ma. desired to do with thee when thou wast returning into Egypt 

13. our enemiea: so Lat. ; Eth. 'the enemy'. 
their hearts, &c. Rtinsch compares Ezek. xxi. 2. 

14. strong cities: with LXX. Heb. .., nu.,m) ~"IJ1. 
Raamaea : Latin adds 'et Oon' from LXX, Exod. i. 11. 

XLVII. :: 4- Cf. Exoc:I. i. 22, ii. 2-4. 
3. seven montba: Cedren. i. 85, quotes it as 'ten months•. 
5. Greek form 'Tbermuthis '.in Syr. Frag. ; J~ph. Ant. ii, 9. s ; Sync:ell i. 227. 

her maidens: plural only m Syr. of Exod. 11. 5. 
7. (mto her) restored.from Latin and.Exod. ii. 8. 
8. Jocbebed: Exod. v1. 20; Num. xxvi. 59, 
9-12. Exod. ii. 10-14. 
9, daughter-= Exod. i. 10. Eth. and Lat.=' house•. 

'Amram •.• taught thee wri~: not the view of Acts vii. S2; Philo, Vil. Mom, ii. 13. 
three weeks: cf. Joseph. Ant. 11. 9. 6. 

XLVIII. 1. in the land of llldlan: restored from Latin with Exod. ii. 15. 
one year : read ' three years •. 
return into Egypt, as Exod. iv. 19. 

::. Author avoids-offence by ascribing God's deed to Mast!mi. C£ 1 Chron. Di. 1; Jubilees xvii. 16. () Eth. 
text corrupt ; emended from Latin. 
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wife, or whoever says he will do something on it, that he will set out on a journey thereon in regard 
to any buying or selling: and whoever draws water thereon which he had not prepared for himaelf 
on the sixth day, and whoever takes up any burden to carry it out of his tent or out of his house 

9 shall die. Ye shall do no work whatever on the Sabbath day save what ye have prepared for your­
selves on the sixth day, so as to eat, and drink, and rest, and keep Sabbath from all work on that 
day, and to bless the Lord your God, who has given you a day of festival and a holy day : and 

1 o a day or the holy kingdom for all Israel is this day among their days for C\•er. For great is the 
honour which the Lord has given to Israel that they should eat and drink and be satisfied on this 
festival day, and rest thereon from all labour which belongs to the labour of the children of men, 
save burning frankincense and bringing oblations and sacrifices before the Lord for days and for 

1 1 Sabbaths. This work alone shall be done on the Sabbath-days in the sanctuary of the Lord your 
God ; that they may atone for Israel with sacrifice continually from day to day for a memorial well­
pleasing before the Lord, and that He may receive them always from day to day according as thou 

12 hast been commanded. And every man who docs any work thereon, or goes a journey, or tills (his) 
farm, whether in his house or any other place, and whoever lights a fire, or rides on any beast, or 
travels by ship on the sea, and whoever strikes or kills anything, or slaughters a beast or a bird, or 

13 whoever catches an animal or a bird or a fish, or whoever fasts or makes war on the Sabbaths : The 
man who does any or these things on the Sabbath shall die, so that the children of Israel shall 
observe the Sabbaths according to the commandments regarding the Sabbaths of the land, as it is 
written in the tablets, which He gave into my hands that I should write out for thee the laws of the 
seasons, and the seasons according to the division of their days. 

Herewith is completed the account or the division of the days. 

the period of the Syro-Grecian domination, when a man was put to death for riding a horse. That certain regulations 
of this nature existed we must infer from our text, as well as from the Talmudic treatise N idda 38 a. Early Chasids 
refrained &om cohabitation with their wives from the close of the Sabbath to the fourth day of the week, in order that 
their wives might not desecrate the Sabbath a71 to 273 days later by child-bearinJ, Against this ascetic attitude towards 
marriage a reaction set in which resulted in the laws of the Mishnah on this subJect. Thus the cohabitation o( husband 
and wife is enjoined on the Sabbath in Nedar iii. 10, viii. 6, while in Baba kamma 82 a it is stated that one of the 
ordinances instituted by Ezra directed that a man should 'eat garlic• (i.e. cohabit) on the c,,e of the Sabbath. The 
severer usage is followed by the modem Samaritans (Eichhom's Re/)lrlorium, xiii. 257, 282; de Sac:y, Nolk11 d 
eztrait1 d4 la Bi/Ju, xii. 175: also by the Abyssinian Fala!lhas (Ulliv. Isr. 1851, p, 482) and the Kanaite Jews (see 
Singer, pp. 198- 9 note), The Karaite Jews inferred the unlawfulness of cohabitation on the Sabbath from a litaal 
interpretation of Exod. miv. 21. As regards the usage of the ancient Samaritans there has been IOffle diYenity o( 
opinion. Karo (Beer, Buel, tkr Ju/Jilti411, p, 54) argues that the text in Nedar iii. 10 speaks for the ezisteace of the 
strict law having existed among the Samantans at a date anterior to the time of the Kaiaite Jews, but this ii disputed 
by Frankel (Einjl,u1 d. pal. EzeK, 252 seq.). 

That be will aet out on a Journe7. thereon (/Jd), a, omit 'thereon•. This command was deriYed &om Exocl. 
xvi. 29, where the people are bidden to abide every man in his place • • • on the aeventh day• and not to go in C 
of manna. Permission was given to go a distance of 2,000 cubits (Erubin iv. 3, 1, v. 7), which was c:alled the 'S.ti 
limit' (JUlffl Dffl) or simply 'limit• (DVVI), or Sabbath-day's journey (rn,/J/U.Tou d&Sr, Acts i. 12). See Lightfoot, 
Ezerdta/i(IIU on tM Aet1, i. 12 ; Butorf and Levys Lexicons on DiM • Schiller Hultn7 of 1M NlflJ Tott/llllMI 
Tillw, ii. 2. 102-3, Josephus (AIII. xiii. 8. 4) speaks of this halacha: ow iE-r, a• ~ oar, t'Oir ~ .,,.. '• Ti ,o,,r; d&iita. 

In regard to any buyt.Dg or Mlllng. All the MSS. prefix 'and•. The true text is uncertain and probably 
transposed. Buying and selling are piohibited in Neb. x. 31, xiii. 16, 17. 

. whoever clrawa water. This was forbidden by the Karaite Jews Oost, Ge1dl. d. JflllmtA. ii. 304, qaoced by 
Singer, p •. 199 note). 

wblcb be bad not Jtr~ed OD the ldxtb day. This clause comes in awkwardly, A command agaimt 
• eating or drinking anything may have originally preceded this clause in our text. Ct ii. 30, note. 

takes up any burden to carry it, &c. See note on ii. a9. This is the thirty-ninth form ol work forbidden in 
the treatise Shabbath. If a man dropped bis t'alse teeth it would be unlawful to lift and carry them ; for they woald 
constitute a 'burden'· Similarly as mach ink as would suffice for writing two letters (Ederakeim, Lift fZlld t'unu of 
J11111 tlu MulillA,1 ii. 782, 784), 

12. tills (hie) farm: cf. Exod. miv. 21; Shabb. ,ii. 2. 
llgbb a ftre: forbidden in Emel. mv. 3; Numb. xv. 32, 33. 
rides on any beat: d. Sanh. 46a; ~ v. 2. 
strlkea or ldJ!• an~: cf. Shabb. vii. 2. 
fasts : d. J uclith, vi1t 6. -
makes war: cf. Shabb. vi. 2, 4; 1 Mace. ii. 31-8; 2 Mace. vi. 11, xv. 1; Joseph. All/. xiii.12. 4, llfy. + 2. ~ 

superseded in I Mace. ii. 41. It was a constant hindrance to the ~e;s, especially at Po•)"• ~ of Jeruaalem 
Uoseph. Alli. xiv. 4. 2), but was once abandoned with success in the war Ooaepb. Bell. ii. 19. s). 




